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Sustainable Management in Aokigahara Forest, Yamanashi, Japan: The necessity of public

involvement for an integrated management
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Concerns on Sustainable Management in Aokigahara Forest
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“From the viewpoint of the quality of nature resources”
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“From the viewpoint of the quality of visitor experience”
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Prof. Stephen F. McCool (The University of Montana)
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“Managing Wildland Recreation: Evolving Roles for Science in Messy Situations”
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Objective of the Symposium

Recently, the interests in nature environment and ecosystem crisis are raised and the variety of
recreational activities using natural resources including so-called “ecotour” is increased. In this
situation, however, sustainable management balancing between natural resource protection and
visitor experience is not properly functioned in many natural parks. Aokigahara forest in Yamanashi
prefecture is no exception, and problems should be considered are clarified in Part 1 of this
symposium. In Part 2 of keynote speech by Dr. Stephen F. McCool who has professionally
participated with recreation management for a long time, the roles of scientific data with its
limitation for the effective management are clarified. Namely, the point that the effective
management is not fully achieved by only the accumulation of scientific data will be emphasized.
Addition to this, it is suggested in panel discussion (Part 3) that public involvement is an important
integral process in an appropriate recreation management because it inevitably deals with various
values, opinions, expectations possessed by various stakeholders in the area.

Through this symposium, for the sustainable management in Aokigahara forest we would like to

propose establishing the monitoring system to which all the participants can contribute.



Keynote Speech
Managing Wildland Recreation: Evolving Roles for Science in Messy Situations
Stephen F. McCool

The University of Montana

As societies increasingly turn to tourism and recreation as means of economic development,
protected areas take on new social importance. Insuring the sustainability of this development
strategy requires the use of the “best” science to inform decisions by protected area managers.
However, these decisions affect and are affected by various constituencies, many of which may not
agree with the goals for a protected area or the values contained within them. And, scientists may not
agree about the cause-effect relationships fundamental to effective management of wildland
recreation. This may be termed a wicked problem. But such wicked problems frequently occur in
situations where the resolution of one problem affects other problems, which can be called a
“messy” situation. In these situations, science takes on a new role, not only involving discovering
relationships between causes and effects, but also in creating fora for deliberation, stimulating social

discourse, and enhancing the ability of constituencies to learn.



