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ControversyControversy
Heavy ecological impact Heavy ecological impact 
Too artificial trail maintenanceToo artificial trail maintenance
Discrepancy between settings and maintenance methodsDiscrepancy between settings and maintenance methods

After

Standard of Trail Maintenance
1st step 2nd step

Ecological Resource Ratings

*degree of ecological impact
*potential of expanding damage

Visitor Experience Ratings

*existing management plan

3rd step
Maintenance level of trail

*ideal use type
p p g g

*fragility of natural resources

Setting trail segments
Rating trail segments

Maintenace of each trail section Guidance of technique for trail maintenance

Feedback Feedback

Fig 1 Procedure of standard of trail maintenance in sub-alpine zone of protected area 

Inspection and Monitoring

Rating trail segments

1st step 2nd step

3rd step
Maintenance level of trail

Ⅰ Ⅱ Ⅲ

Ecological Ratings

Setting trail segments
Rating trail segments

A Ａ･Ⅰ Ａ･Ⅱ Ａ･Ⅲ
B Ｂ･Ⅰ Ｂ･Ⅱ Ｂ･Ⅲ
C Ｃ･Ⅰ Ｃ･Ⅱ Ｃ･Ⅲ

Visitor Experience Ratings
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Zoning of Shikotsu Lake in N.P.

Park management or Forestry management?Park management or Forestry management?
Conservation Forest in N.F.

Recreation Forest in N.F. Zoning of function in N.F.

Issues Issues 

Concerns about carrying capacity ROS & LACConcerns about carrying capacity ROS & LACConcerns about carrying capacity, ROS & LACConcerns about carrying capacity, ROS & LAC
The zoning of National Parks have referred to land The zoning of National Parks have referred to land 
owners’ land use, especially to the zoning of owners’ land use, especially to the zoning of 
National ForestNational Forest
There had not been cares about natural resource There had not been cares about natural resource 
protection and visitor experienceprotection and visitor experience
Application of the concept of ROS & LAC are Application of the concept of ROS & LAC are 
limited  limited  
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